Mackerel Beach Community

45 mins
1.4 km Circuit

Moderate track

3

38m

This short walk is a great way to see the beautiful
Mackerel Beach and community. After a short ferry
ride from Palm Beach, the walk heads up the grassed
streets of Mackerel, leading to the lagoon. The track
is mainly sandy beach or grass stretches, with the
area behind the lagoon winding through a bushland
area to bring the track back to Mackerel Beach. This
loop is a great short walk, and only a hop, skip and
jump away from Palm Beach.
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Are you ready to have fun?
Please ensure you and your group are well prepared and equipped for all
possible hazards and delays. Check park closures, weather information and
Fire Danger Rating before setting out. Optional side trips and alternate routes
noted are not included in this walks overall grade, length or time estimate.
Please allow extra time for resting and exploring areas of interest. The
authors, staff and owners of wildwalks take care in preparing this information
but will not accept responsibility for any inconvenience, loss or injury you
may experience. Please take care, have fun - Happy Walking.
Getting there Traveling by ferry is the only practical way to get to Mackerel
Beach Wharf (gps: -33.5904, 151.3007). Ferry: Palm Beach Ferry service
operates hourly from 9am to about 8pm - check their timetable for more info.
The ferry starts at Palm Beach and goes via Bennett's, Bonnie Doon, The
Basin, Currawong then Mackerel. Ph: 9974 2411 This is a circuit, so you will
finish back at the start.
Find up to date and more information inlcuding; travel directions, weather,
park closures and walker feedback at http://wild.tl/mbc
0 | Mackerel Beach
Mackerel Beach, also known as Great Mackerel Beach, is a 600m stretch of
sand facing east over Pittwater. The beach is backed by a lagoon and a small
community of houses. Mackerel Beach has a wharf with public ferry access.
Mackerel Beach and its southern neighbour, Little Mackerel or Currawong
Beach, were originally purchased for farming in 1823 by John Clarke. The
land was then subdivided and more than a hundred houses were built, many
of which still stand today.
0 | Mackerel Beach Wharf
(360 m 6 mins) From the wharf, this walk follows the tarmac pavement to the
the corner beneath a large, yellow 'Submarine Cable' sign. The track then
turns right, heading along a grassy pathway of Monash Ave. The walk
continues along this for approximately 300m to a bridge.
0.36 | Digger Crescent Bridge
(230 m 4 mins) Continue straight: From the bridge, this walk crosses the
bridge and leads along the grassy path of Diggers Crescent. The walk turns
right after approximately 100m, then continues another 100m to a large shed,
the 'Mackerel Beach Bush Fire Brigade' shed.
0.59 | Mackerel Beach Bush Fire Brigade Shed
(800 m 17 mins) Continue straight: ****Warning: This section of track has
been reported as overgrown and no longer passable**** From the shed, this
walk passes along the left side of the shed, to a small grassy clearing near a
lagoon. The walk travels alongside the lagoon for approximately 300m,
tending right with the lagoon to open onto a sandy creek bed behind the
beach. This walk then continues to the right side of the creek, to continue to
the two palm trees on this end of Mackerel Beach. A boulder below the two
trees is painted with a black arrow.
Turn right: From the arrow painted boulder, the walk heads along the beach,
keeping the water to the left. After approximately 300m, the walk comes to
the wharf in the middle of the beach.
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