Garie Beach to Helensburgh
(The Burgh Track)

4 hrs 30 mins
11 km One way

Hard track
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664m

This walk has a great mixture of ocean cliffs, with
fantastic views, and beautiful forest. The walk
follows the well maintained Burgh Track, passing
great views of the ocean and the cliffs, before turning
inland and exploring some eucalypt forest on the
way to Helensburgh. The environment and views
near Lady Wakehurst Dr are incredibly special as the
track winds its way through a shrouded eucalypt
forest.
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Are you ready to have fun?
Please ensure you and your group are well prepared and equipped
for all possible hazards and delays. Check park closures, weather
information and Fire Danger Rating before setting out. Optional
side trips and alternate routes noted are not included in this walks
overall grade, length or time estimate. Please allow extra time for
resting and exploring areas of interest. The authors, staff and
owners of wildwalks take care in preparing this information but
will not accept responsibility for any inconvenience, loss or injury
you may experience. Please take care, have fun - Happy Walking.
Getting there Traveling by car is the only practical way to get to
Garie Beach Car Park (gps: -34.1702, 151.0664). Car: A park entry
fee is required for driving into the park.
You can get back from Helensburgh Railway Station (gps:
-34.1769, 150.9947) by car or train. Car: There is free parking
available.
Find up to date and more information inlcuding; travel directions,
weather, park closures and walker feedback at http://wild.tl/gbthbt
0 | North Era camping ground
North Era camping ground, Royal National Park, is a large dune
area situated directly behind North Era Beach. This camping spot
is popular with surfers, and it also has a toilet and a cleared area to
pitch your tent. A maximum of 36 people (12 sites) can camp here,
so there is plenty of room for everyone. Open fires are not
permitted, you can carry a fuel stove for cooking. A camping
permit is required from NPWS before arriving (Phone:(02) 9542
068). Water is often available from the creek (treat before
drinking), If dry you can walk to Garie Beach for water, although
the water here may also be dried up, during a dry period it is best
to carry all your water with you.
0 | Garie Beach Car Park
(750 m 20 mins) From the Garie Beach car park, the walk follows
the sign to 'North Era', keeping the sea to the left. This track
follows the base of the large grassy hill between the rocks and the
ocean, to the Little Garie cabins and up past the Little Garie
Community Hall.
0.75 | Little Garie
(850 m 23 mins) Continue straight: From the community hall in
Little Garie, the walk heads steeply up the hill, following the track
to the south-west. To prevent erosion of the hill, wooden steps
have been installed. From the top of the ridge, the track continues
down the other side, keeping the ocean on the left while winding
down into North Era Bush Campground.
1.6 | North Era Bush Campground
(910 m 20 mins) Continue straight: From the North Era Bush
Campground, the walk heads up the grassy hill, keeping the ocean
to the left. Just before the buildings, the walk comes to an
intersection with a track on the right (which heads into the trees).
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Continue straight: From the top of the ridge, the walk heads down
the hill, keeping the ocean to the left as it winds down between the
cabins to the beach at the bottom. From here, the walk continues
around the back of the beach following the coast, and up between
the houses to the large clearing before the top of the hill. Here, the
walk comes to an intersection with two rough bush tracks towards
the top of the hill.
2.51 | Int of Burgh Ridge Track and Era Track (East)
(1.3 km 32 mins) Veer right: From the intersection, this walk heads
up the hill and away from the ocean, winding through the tall grass
to the top of the hill, where it comes to a 'T' intersection with the
track at the top.
Veer right: From the intersection, this walk follows the bush track
heading up the hill and away from the ocean, towards the thick
forest at the top of the ridge. The track winds up the long hill to the
treeline, where it continues up through the forest, climbing to the
top of the long hill where it gradually flattens out and comes to the
intersection of the 'Squeeze Way' service trail at the end of the
Garrawarra Farm car park.
3.8 | The Squeeze Way and Burgh Ridge track
(330 m 6 mins) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk
heads across the car park, following the right-hand side for a short
while before it comes to the signposted intersection of 'The Burgh
Track', before reaching the paddock.
Continue straight: From the 'Burgh Track' sign, this walk follows
the sign away from the car park, keeping the paddock to the left.
The track heads into the dense bushland, crossing a small creek
and continuing along for a short while before coming to the
intersection with the unnamed management trail.
4.13 | Int of Burgh Track and Bola Heights Trail
(1.3 km 29 mins) Continue straight: From the intersection, this
walk follows the bush track, heading west through the bush and
away from the service trail. The track winds through the dense
scrub for a short while, before starting to drop down a long hill,
which gradually steepens as it continues down the scattered
wooden steps. At the bottom, the walk comes to the intersection
with Lady Wakehurst Drive.
5.47 | Int of Lady Wakehurst Drive and Burgh Track
(890 m 19 mins) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk
heads north-west along the bush track, away from Lady Wakehurst
Drive. The track soon passes two signs saying 'Burgh Track',
following the one that also points to 'Helensburgh', passing two
large boulders. The track soon tends downhill, following one of the
tributaries of the Hacking River. The walk crosses the creek using
the boulders as stepping stones. After a short climb up the bank,
the track continues slightly further alongside the creek to an old
disused management trail, marked by several signs pointing the
way to 'Helensburgh'. At this point, the track turns and leads up the
hillside to an intersection with the Hacking management trail,

marked by a small trailmarker signpost.
6.36 | Intersection of Hacking River Firetrail and Burgh
(3.5 km 1 hr 19 mins) Turn sharp right: From the intersection, this
walk heads north along the management trail. The track undulates
as it winds its way around the hill, tending west. Gradually, as the
walk turns to the west, the track begins to rise steeply. The track
goes up to the ridgeline and then flattens out for some time. The
trail comes to an intersection and large fenced-in clearing (a tip),
marked by a large sign saying 'Royal National Park'. Here the walk
turns right to follow the fence for just shy of 500m before
following a short track to the end of Halls Road.
9.83 | End of Halls Rd
(1.2 km 24 mins) Turn left: From the end of Halls Rd, this walk
heads south along the road, immediately passing Gardiner Pl on
the right. After a while, the walk comes to a 'T' intersection with
Parkes St. The walk turns right onto Parkes St, heading downhill
along the footpath until reaching Tunnel Rd (signposted), opposite
a 'Helensburgh' Station sign. The walk turns right and goes along
Wilsons Creek Rd for a short while before turning left and taking
the the steps down to Helensburgh Railway Station.

