Bradleys Head to Chowder Bay
walk

1 hr 30 mins
2.8 km One way

Moderate track

3

161m

This walk explores a great section of Sydney
Harbour. Starting with some historic points at
Bradleys Head, you can enjoy views of Sydney's
Opera House and Harbour Bridge. The views will
continue to delight as you explore bushland and the
bays along the way. The pleasant walk ends at
Clifton Gardens, where you will find a kiosk and
equipment for the kids to play.
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Are you ready to have fun?
Please ensure you and your group are well prepared and equipped
for all possible hazards and delays. Check park closures, weather
information and Fire Danger Rating before setting out. Optional side
trips and alternate routes noted are not included in this walks overall
grade, length or time estimate. Please allow extra time for resting
and exploring areas of interest. The authors, staff and owners of
wildwalks take care in preparing this information but will not accept
responsibility for any inconvenience, loss or injury you may
experience. Please take care, have fun - Happy Walking.
Getting there You can get to HMAS Sydney Mast, Bradleys Head
(gps: -33.8531, 151.2463) by car or bus. Car: A park entry fee is
required for driving into the park.
You can get back from Chowder Bay Lower Gate (gps: -33.8387,
151.2547) by car or bus. Car: Parking fees apply in the area.
Find up to date and more information inlcuding; travel directions,
weather, park closures and walker feedback at http://wild.tl/9j
0 | HMAS Sydney Memorial Mast
The HMAS Sydney Memorial Mast was erected in 1934, following
the HMAS Sydney's decommissioning in 1928. The mast stands as a
sign of respect for 'Australian officers, sailors and ships lost at sea
and in combat'. HMAS Sydney itself was a Chatham Class light
cruiser which saw action in WW1. More info.
0 | HMAS Sydney Mast, Bradleys Head
(790 m 17 mins) From the intersection, this walk heads along the
footpath, keeping the road to the left, for about 150m to where the
road bends sharply left. From this point, this walk heads along
boardwalk, on your right, keeping the water glimpses to your right.
The board walk soon end and this walk follows the track along the
side of the hill for about 600m to come to an intersection with a sign
pointing back to 'Bradleys Head'.
0.79 | Optional sidetrip to Taylors Bay Lookout
(50 m 1 mins) Turn right: From the intersection, the walk heads
away from the main tracks winding into the bush. The track winds
past two white benches, to a small rock shelf overlooking the water.
At the end of this side trip, retrace your steps back to the main walk
then Turn right.
0.79 | Int. Borogegal Walking Trail and Taylors Bay Looko
(1.2 km 31 mins) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk
heads into Taylors Gully, with Taylors Bay below on the right. The
track continues for approximately 300m, contouring around the hill
with views of Taylors Bay on the right. Tending right, this walk
enters and exits Taylors Gully, to continue approximately 250m to
the signposted intersection at the beginning of the houses, on the left.
Continue straight: From the intersection, the walk heads along the
line of the houses, on the left, for approximately 140m. The track
passes a Japanese Submarine information sign on the right as it
continues along sections of boardwalk track, to the intersection next
to the last house. The walk heads up the stairs below the last house
to be met by a large sandstone staircase on the left and a track to the
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front.
Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads away from
the house and clearing along the fairly flat track keeping the water
glimpses to your right. The path soon leads to a clear three-way
intersection with a 'Ashton Park' sign pointing back along the track.
2.03 | Optional sidetrip to Chowder Head
(90 m 2 mins) Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows
the 'Chowder Head' sign south-west along the clear track. The track
heads gently downhill and bends left past some dead gums to find an
unfenced rock platform with great harbour views. (Note the informal
track continues down becoming steeper, leading to a small bay.) At
the end of this side trip, retrace your steps back to the main walk
then Veer right.
2.03 | Chowder Head
Chowder Head provides a small unfenced rocky outcrop to enjoy the
wide harbour views. From this vantage point, there are views across
the water to South Head, Vaucluse, Rose Bay, Shark Island and
Bradleys Head. A great spot to watch the sailing boats on a clear
day.
2.03 | Chowder Head track intersection
(280 m 6 mins) Turn left: From the intersection, this walk follows
'Clifton Gardens' sign gently up the hill. The track leads through the
bush for a short time to soon come to another three-way intersection,
this one marked with a 'Morella Rd' sign (on your left).
Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the main track
keeping the water glimpses to your right (and the Morella Rd track
to your left). The track gently works is way around the hill to come
to a sign point back to 'Ashton Park' and a large clearing with good
views behind some houses.
2.31 | Morella St lookout
This informally named clearing behind some houses on Morella St
provides a great view across the harbour. The fairly large clearing
has been maintained and is a good place to stop if wanting to avoid
the large groups at Clifton Gardens.
2.31 | Morella St lookout
(80 m 3 mins) Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows
'Clifton Gardens' sign downhill along the concrete path, behind the
line of houses. The path leads down the hill, following a series of
steps past a bench seat to come to a 'T' intersection (with Sarah's
Walk, part way down a set of steps).
2.38 | Bottom of Sarahs walk steps
(250 m 5 mins) Turn right: From the intersection, this walk heads
down the steps that soon flatten out as the footpath leads around the
headland under a few sandstone overhangs. The walk soon comes to
a 'Foreshore Path' sign pointing back along the path at the southwestern end of Clifton Gardens.
Turn right: From the intersection, this walk heads down onto the
beach, towards the wharf in the middle of the beach. The walk
passes an Illawarra Flame tree, as it heads approximately 100m

along the beach to the start of the wharf.
2.63 | Clifton Gardens Reserve
Clifton Gardens was developed as a picnic spot in the late 1800s,
with a local hotelier building a wharf and dance pavilion. In 1909,
Sydney Ferries Ltd purchased the estate, and further developed the
area, including a large swimming enclosure. The structure burned
down in 1956. Today, Clifton Gardens is touted as 'remnant
bushland', offering birdwatching, a netted swimming enclosure,
change rooms, a fenced playground, and of course, spectacular views
over Chowder Bay. A short bush track leads through to Rawson
Oval.
2.63 | Clifton Gardens Baths
(210 m 5 mins) Continue straight: From the wharf, this walk heads
towards the playground-end of the beach. The walk leads along the
beach, passing the playground and rocky outcrop on the left to tend
right onto a boardwalk. The boardwalk takes the walk to the lower
gate of Chowder Bay.
2.84 | Bacino Kiosk
The Bacino Kiosk, just next to Clifton Gardens, is a smaller version
of the Bacino Bar above at Chowder Bay. This kiosk supplies
passers-by with a home-blend coffee and sandwiches, and all at a
reasonable price ($5-12). The Kiosk is open from 7am-4pm every
day, except Christmas and bad weather. More info.

